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Scenic and Aesthetic Considerations  

 

CECW-PD (1 JUL 97) 

MEMORANDUM FOR COMMANDER, MAJOR SUBORDINATE AND DISTRICT 
COMMANDS 

SUBJECT: Planning Guidance Letter No. 97-9, Scenic and Aesthetic 
Considerations. 

 

1. Purpose. This letter provides implementing guidance for Section 232 (Scenic 
and Aesthetic considerations) of the Water Resources Development Act of 1996 
(WRDA 96). 

2. Background. The WRDA 96 provides that the Corps of Engineers, in 
conducting studies of potential water resources projects, shall consider measures 
to preserve and enhance scenic and aesthetic qualities in the vicinity of such 
projects. 

3. Guidance. Guidance for the consideration of scenic and aesthetic qualities for 
proposed water resources projects is found in: 

a. ER 200-2-2, Procedures for Implementing NEPA; 

b. ER 1105-2-100, Guidance for Conducting Civil Works Planning Studies; and  

c. Policy Guidance Letter No. 29, Expenditures on Aesthetics at Civil Works 
Projects. 

4. Discussion. The Corps understanding of the intent of section 232 is that this 
authority is consistent with current guidance. Therefore, the guidance concerning 
scenic and aesthetic qualities in the vicinity of proposed water resources 
projects, which is contained in items 3a, b and c above, remains in effect.  

FOR THE COMMANDER: 

(Signed) RUSSELL L. FUHRMAN, Major General, USA, Director of Civil Works 
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